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Keep Karbala alive and keep the 
blessed name of Hazrat Sayyid al- 
Shuhada alive, with whom Islam 










will be kept alive. 








Ayatollah Khamenei 


One of the greatest blessings for our 
Shute community is the blessing of 
memory of Hussein ibn Ah, 
Muharram, and Ashura. 


Introduction 


Many thanks to God 
Almighty who guided us to 
the straight path -_ the 
guardianship of the Ahl al- 
Bayt, infallibility and purity, 
peace be upon them. 





One of the important issues 

that are raised today is the suspicions 
related to the Ashura incident. In this 
regard, in the present book, an attempt 
has been made to take a small step and 
answer some of these questions. Of 
course, pay attention to a few points It is 
essential: 


1- The main audience of 
this book is dear youth, so 
its contents have been 
compiled for this type of 
audience. 


2- Although the content of 
this book is very simple 
and fluent, but in Editing 
it, varlous sources and 





; references have been used 

and an attempt has been 

made to select the most fluent and 
shortest answers. 


3- The mentioned topics are only a part 
of Ashura issues and many of them are 
not discussed in this book. Because it 1s 
not possible to discuss all the topics of 
Ashura in this book. 


Hopefully, God willing, this article will 
answer many of the questions that are on 
the minds of today's young generation 
and will be of interest to scholars to 
benefit from their guidance. 


Ruhollah Zal - Hossein Jamali 
Dhul-Hiyah 1431 -Aban 1389 
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make allegiance to Yazid just as 
Imam Hassan (pbuh) made peace 
with Mu'awiyah out of expediency? 





Infallible Imams always take the best 
way to preserve Islam and do their best 
to achieve this goal. Their whole 
concern 1s the preservation of religion; 
Whether by the sword or by tact, 
whether by war or by peace. Therefore, 
the difference between the performance 
of Imam Hassan and Imam Hussein 
against Mu'awiyah and Yazid was due to 
the difference in the political and social 
conditions of the time of the two Imams, 
which we will pomt out the most 
important of these differences: 


1l- The difference between the social 
status of the two Imams: 


Imam Hasan was the caliph of the 
Muslims, but Imam Hussein was not. 
Imam Hassan was the caliph of the 
Muslims and a rebellious person had 
revolted against him. 


The killing of the Imam in this situation 
means the killing of the caliph of the 
Muslims and the defeat of the center of 
power; But Imam MHussin was a 


protester against the government of the 
time. If he had been killed in such 
circumstances - when he was killed - his 
killing would have been an honorable 
martyrdom and would have eradicated 
government corruption and awakened 
the people against corruption. 


2- The difference between _ the 
atmosphere of society and public 
opinion: 


During the time of Imam Hassan, the 
people of Kufa did not show any desire 
for war, so much so that when Imam 
Hassan asked them to help him in the 
war against Mu'awiyah, the people 
shouted from all sides: "Sign the peace." 


Yes, the society of Imam Hassan's time 
was tired, upset and scattered;, The Kufa 
that Amur al-Mo'menin often 
complained about its people and their 
unpreparedness in the last days of his 
visit; But after years when the people 
tasted the sufferings of Mu'awtyah's 
government, he made them impatient. 
Therefore, they wrote about eighteen 
thousand letters to Imam Hussein and 


announced their readiness to cooperate 
with him. 

Therefore, if Imam Hussein did not 
respond to the invitation of the Kufis, he 
would have been condemned in the face 
of history, and they would have said that 
he had lost favorable ground! 


3- Differences between friends: 


Imam Hassan faced the followers of 
Biofal, some of whom Mu'awtyah's 
wealth blinded the eyes among some of 
them, and jomed Mu'awtyah's army. 
Some of them wrote a letter to 
Mu'awiyah that we are ready to hand 
over Hassan bin Al handcuffed. 
Describing his companions, he said: "I 
swear to God that I gave the government 
to Mu'awiyah because I had no allies and 
if I had companions, I would fight 
Mu'awiyah day and night. 


But Imam Hussein had companions 
who, although few in number, were 
unparalleled in terms of faith and 
loyalty. As Imam Hussein says: 


'[ do not know any more faithful 
companions than my companions." 


4- The difference between the spirits 
and behavior of Mu'awiyah and Yazid: 


Although Mu'awiyah and Yazid were 
united in their main goal, which was to 
destroy Islam, they had many 
differences in behavior and_ spinit. 
Mu'awiyah, with all his hatred of Islam, 
pretended to be Islamic and religious. 
He wore a religious mask on his face and 
He acted in a way that made people 
doubt. It is because of this cunning spirit 
of Mu'awiyah that Imam Hussein did 
not revolt during the first ten years of his 
Imamate, which took place during the 
reign of Mu'awiyah, Therefore, with the 
death of Mu'awiyah and the beginning of 
the reign of Yazid, he revolted. 


But Yazid was a lustful young man, a 
sinner, and a playmate of dogs. By 
drinking wine, he openly violated the 
precepts of religion. ' 


'1- Sea of "Baharalanwar", vol. 44, p. 22 


2- Al-Arshad, vol. 2, p. 91 


3- Taken from: Collection f works of Shahid 
Motahari, vol. 16, p. 642 and the magazine of the 
missionaries, number 40, April 2003 


el) 


Given the small number of Imam 


Hussein's (as) companions and the 
very large number of Yazid's troops, 
is not suicide a part of such a battle? 





There is no doubt that man should not 
risk his life without direction. The Holy 
Qur'an says: 


"Do not destroy yourself with your own 
hands". This 1s because of the high value 
that Islam places on the human soul. But 
the main purpose of Imam Hussein's 
uprising was to command the good and 
forbid the bad. Enjoming the good and 
forbidding the evil are of two types: 


1-Sometimes the subject of enjoining the 
good and forbidding the evil is a small 
matter. For example, one makes the 
alley dirty. Here he must be guided and 
told that this 1s not true. Now, if you 
know that if you forbid him to deny, he 
will insult you with honor, here you 
should not forbid him with denial 
because it is not worth hearing the insult 
of honor. 


2- Sometimes the subject of the famous 
is a subject for which Islam attaches 
more importance than human life and 
property. For example, when the Qur'an 


is in danger or an issue such as Islamic 
unity 1s in danger, surely here the value 
of enjoining the good and forbidding the 
evil is greater than the human soul. 


Imam Hussein uprising is from the 
second type. In such a process, he 
proved that in order to enjoin what 1s 
good and forbid what 1s evil, one can die, 
one can sacrifice one's loved ones, give 
up one's property, and bear the blame of 
the people. The meaning of Hosseini 
movement is that enjoining the good and 
forbidding the evil 1s so valuable that 
many sacrifices can be made for it. 


Yes, in important Islamic issues, no 
honorable thing, not even a soul, can be 
equal to the commandment of the good 


and the prohibition of the bad and 


prevent it.” 


> 1- Baqara, 195 


2- Taken from the collection of works of Master 
Shahid Motahari (RA), vol. 17, p. 266 





to life for the one who enjoins , so 
why did Imam Hussein (as), who 
knew that his life was in danger, 
enjoined what is good and forbid 
what 1s evil? 





It is true that enjoming what 1s good and 
forbidding what is evil 1s obligatory as 
long as we are not seriously harmed, but 
there 1s a difference between enjoining 
what 1s good and forbidding what 1s evil 
- the purpose of which is to prevent 
people from sinning - and between 


enjoining what is good. And forbidding 
denial, which has the aspect of reviving 
the religion and leaving it, will cause 
ureparable damage to Muslims. 


It is clear that in the first case, the 
condition of enjomimg the good and 
forbidding the evil is the security of life, 
but we must note that in the second case, 
enjoining the good and forbidding the 
evil is not conditional on the security of 
life, and religion must be helped and 
endangered self and away from danger 
Islam, even if it was by sacrificing self-life 
and property. 


In the era of Yazid's rule, the religion of 
Islam and the Qur'an were in serious 
danger of change and deviation, and the 
situation showed that religion would 
soon lose its influence and formality. 


Imam Hussein (pbuh) was also fully 
aware of the danger Yazid and therefore 
said at the outset: 


"We must say goodbye to Islam because 
the rule of the Muslim Ummah has been 
entrusted to someone like Yazid." | 


That is, when Yazid becomes the ruler 
of the Muslims, it is clear what fate will 
befall Islam! 


In the face of such danger and denial, 
Imam Hussein (pbuh) must stand up 
and command what 1s good and forbid 
what is evil, even if they kills himself and 
his loved ones and captures his family; 
Because that Imam _ considered the 
survival of Islam and the survival of the 
rules of Islam more important than his 
own survival. 


Therefore, there 1s no doubt that in 
important matters, enjomimg the good 
and forbidding the evil will be obligatory 
in spite of any danger, and in the way of 
that, any harm must be paid for." 





One of those who rose up to seek 
bloodshed after the martyrdom of 
Imam Hussein (as) was "Mukhtar 
Saghafi"; Why did he not come to 
Karbala to help the Imam? 





Mukhtar Saghafi was one of the loyal 
companions of Imam Hussein (as) and 
one of the promoters of the virtues of 
the family of Muhammad (as). During 
the time that "Muslim Ibn Aqeel" was in 
Kufa, he took Muslim to his house and 
pledged allegiance to him in favor of 


Imam Hussein (as). After killing 
Muslim, Ibn Ziad _ flogged and 
imprisoned Mukhtar. Therefore, he and 
Meysam Tamar were in prison at the 
time of the Karbala incident. Meysam 
Tamar had told Mukhtar in Ibn Ziad 
prison that he had been released and 
that would rise up against the bloodshed 
of Hussein (pbuh) and kill Ibn Ziad. 


Thus, after Yazid's death, Mukhtar 
revolted against the bloodshed of Sayyid 
al-Shuhada (as) and killed the assassins 


of Imam Hussein (as).* 





History has it that Muslim ibn 
Aqeel could have killed Ibn Ziad 
when he was in Hani's house but 
did not kill him; Why didn't he do 
that? If he had killed her, the 


Ashura incident would not have 





happened! 


Historical texts state that when Muslim 
ibn Aqeel was in Kufa, he lived in the 
house of Hani ibn Arwa. On the night 
that "Obaidullah ibn Ziad" came to 
Hani's house for a party, Muslim ibn 
Aqeel hid in his house. This was a very 


good opportunity to kill Obaidullah ibn 
Ziad, but Muslim did not kill him. 


After Obaidullah left, Muslim was 
asked: Why did you not come out of 
your hiding place to kill him? He 
replies: Two things prevented me from 
killing him, one 1s that Hani was not 
satishied with killing Obaidullah in his 
house and the other is that I do not 
consider the assassination correct and it 
has been narrated from the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah 
be upon him) that a believer Does not 


: tA) 
assassinate. 


Hazrat Muslim was not one to say that 
"the end justifies the means". Although 
he knew that Obaidullah should be 
killed, he refused to kill him because he 
considered the assassination to be 
cowardly and contrary to Islam. 


Besides, Obaidullah had come to Hani's 
house as a guest. If he had been killed 
there, wouldn't history have considered 


> Al-Akhbar Al-Tawwal, p. 235 


his work cowardly ?! Especially in Arab 
culture where respect for the guest (even 
if he 1s the enemy) was essential! 


But it is not true that it 1s said that the 
Karbala incident did not happen with 
the assassination of Obaidullah ibn Ziad; 
Because according to Yazid's firm 
decision to take allegiance or kill Imam 
Hussein (PBUH), would the problem 
be solved in general by killing 
Obaidullah (although he had the main 


role)!? 


No, because Yazid had ordered that 
each of his commanders, even 
Obaidullah, kill him if he disobeyed the 
order, and the next successor would be 
appointed immediately. 


In addition to all this, the religion of 
Islam does not allow retaliation before 
the crime! 


embarked 


on a journey full of danger for his 
uprising; So why did they take their 
family with them? 





The family of Imam Hussein (as) was 
involved in the Karbala incident due to 
the following factors: 


1- Messaging: 


The holy uprising of Imam Hussein (as) 
has two aspects according to which the 
work was divided; One is martyrdom, 
sacrifice and martyrdom and the other is 
messaging. The role of men in the 
Ashura incident was martyrdom and 
martyrdom, and the family of Imam (as) 
play a role in the second part. Of course, 
women also played a role in training and 
encouraging the warriors, but their main 
task was to send messages. 


In fact, by bringing his family, Imam 
Hussein (as) sent his Messengers to 
different cities and even to the heart of 
the enemy government and conveyed 
his message to everyone. The flag bearer 
of the Messengers was Hazrat Zainab 
(PBUH). Undoubtedly, if the survivors 
of Imam (pbuh) had not made a 
revelation, the Yazidis would have 
underestimated the great movement of 
that Imam and turned its face upside 
down. | 


2- Exposing the cruel face of Yazid and 
his government: 


Another reason for the presence of the 
family of Imam Hussein (as) 1s to show 
the face of a miserable, ruthless and 


Yazid and his government were 
inhuman. One of the effective factors in 
the acceptance of the message of Ashura 
by the people is the element of 
oppression, and in the event of Ashura, 
there is not the appearance’ of 
oppression but the truth of oppression. 


Yazid wanted to stifle all movements in 
the sperm by killing men and capturing 
the family of Ahl al-Bayt (PBUH), so 
that everyone would be afraid of such a 
fate, but Moving authoritatively of Imam 
Hussein (PBUH)  ,and _ revealing 
messages and oppression messages of 
the family of Imam _ Hussein (as) 
thwarted all these conspiracies. It was 
here that many uprisings took place in 
different parts of the country against the 
tyrannical rule; Such as Mukhtar 
uprising and Tawabin uprising and ...” 


6 Taken from: Collection of works of Shahid 
Motahari, vol. 17, p. 396 


notwithstanding the region’ of 


Karbala is near the Euphrates; Why 
did not Imam Hussein (as) dig a 
well? 





History has it that Imam Hussein (as) 
dug a well, but Ibn Ziad's army 


prevented this. Yes, Imam Hussein (as) 
had dug wells in the area of his camp, 
but when the report reached Ibn Ziad, 
he ordered Umar ibn Sa'd to intensify 
the action and prevent the drilling of 
wells. For This letter Omar ibn Sa'd 


prevented from digging wells’. 





Did Imam Hussein (as) ask the 
enemy for water for himself? Is not 
this a sign of humiliation? 





To answer this question, we must pay 
attention to two parts: 


A) Did Imam Hussein (as) ask the 
Yazidis for water for himself? 


On the day of Ashura, although the 
Imam (pbuh) is very thirsty, but there 1s 
no report in any of the reliable sources 
that shows that the Imam (pbuh) asked 
the enemy for water. Master Shahid 
Motahari (RA) says: 


.. Do not believe that Aba Abdullah 
(PBUH) said this sentence: "Drink me 
some water that my liver burns with 
thirst." I have not seen this sentence 
anywhere. Hussein (pbuh) was not a 
person of such requests, and he stood in 


front of the enemy army and shouted ... 
1 


B) Did Imam Hussein (PBUH) ask for 
water for Ali Asghar (PBUH)? 


This matter has been mentioned in 
some sources, but it has no conflict with 
self-esteem and Is not a sign of weakness 
and humiliation of the Imam; Rather, we 
should know that Imam _ Hussein 
(PBUH) did this’ honorably, not 
humuliatingly! But why he asked for 
water for their young child may have one 
of two reasons: 


1- One of the most important plans of 
Hazrat Sayyid al-Shuhada (as) in the 
Karbala incident Awakening and guiding 
the enemies, and because asking for 
water for the child would provoke the 
emotions of the enemies, so it could 
awaken the opposing people and guide 
them.2 


2- Perhaps this action of Imam Hussein 
(as) was to complete the argument and 


show the cruelty of the hearts of the 


enemies. 


Therefore, there is nothing wrong with 
asking for water from the Imam and it 1s 
not a sign of humiliation and weakness.” 





Why did not Imam _ Hussein 
(PBUH) pray on the day of Ashura 
for rain to fall and why did he not 
use unseen forces to win?! 





It is certain that not only the prayer of 
the Imam (as) would be answered, but 
if he also prayed for his victory, he would 
certainly be answered, but the prophets 
and infallible Imams (as) for did in all 
their daily work and life, were obliged 
that Use ordinary tools and equipment. 


They used the common science in 
dealing with friends and enemies and 
meeting the needs of life. And in special 
cases that were expedient and in cases 
that led to the help of God's religion and 
the guidance of the people, they used 
miracles and extraordinary deeds with 
God's permission. 


Imam Hussein (pbuh) could 
miraculously bring his enemies to 
nothingness in an instant, and he could 
also boil a refreshing spring from the 
ground or rain from the sky (with God's 
permission) and water himself and his 
companions. But he did not; Because 
the divine plan was not for Imam 
Hussein (as) to win by miracle in the 
event of Karbala. 


If the Imams of the Infallibles (pbuh) 
were to always use unseen forces and 
deal with others and satisfy their needs, 
this position would no longer be 
considered valuable and they could not 
be our role models. With a lot of hard 
work and effort, they provided their lives 
and overcame problems. 


The life of the Imams (as) was harder 
and more difficult than all the people, 
and it was suffermg They endured 
countless times on the way to God and 
eternal life. 


Whoever 1s closer in this feast 


to his, will be given more Hardship 
(proverb) 


Therefore, Imam Hussein (as) was 
determined not to use unusual methods 
in the story of Ashura. This made those 
who are unable to use unusual means 
recognize their duty to oppress. 


For this reason, in the story of Ashura, 
he rejected the request of angels and 


yinns for help and left all matters to the 
providence of God." 


Ashura, the companions of Imam 
Hussein (as) took a bath; How did 
they take a bath even though they 


did not have water to drink?! 





Martyr Motahhari writes in this regard: 


On the night of Ashura, Hazrat Aba 
Abdullah (PBUH) sent his beloved son 
Ali Akbar with a crowd and_ they 
succeeded and brought some water 
from the Euphrates Sharia and everyone 
drank from it. Then he said: Take a bath 
with this water and wash yourself and 
know that this 1s your last baggage of 
world water. | 


Explain that the time of the siege and the 
disconnection from the water was from 
the seventh day of Muharram. But 
during this period, including the night of 
Ashura, some companions were able to 
access water and take them to the tents. 
Therefore, on the seventh, eighth and 
ninth days of Muharram, although there 
were restrictions, 1t was possible to 
provide water because there was no war 
vet. 


On the day of Ashura, due to the flames 
of war, there was no opportunity to 
provide water, and if there was little 
water, 1t was probably reserved for 
women and children; But at noon on 


Ashura, water could no longer be found 
in the tents. 


Therefore, thirst 1s definite on the day of 
Ashura, and on the night of Ashura, 
when Imam Hussein ordered ghusl, 
there was water. 


Therefore, no one has claimed _ that 
Imam Hussein (as) and his companions 
were completely waterless for ten or 
seven or even three days and nights. 
Rather, they dug wells, attacked and 
brought water, and stored water, and 
even had water until the morning of 
Ashura. It 1s after the morning of Ashura 
that the problem of dehydration 
intensifies and those — exhausting 
conditions cause bitter incidents. It was 
at this time that the thirst quenched and 
the musks were empty, the lips were dry, 
the livers were burnt, the air was hot, the 
Euphrates road was closed and_ the 
sound of thirst was loud.*’ 


'0 Collection of works of Master Shahid 
Motahari, vol. 24, p. 477 
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Why did Imam Hiisseni (PBUH 
offer the noon prayer on the 
battlefield that despite the great 


There are various reasons for the Imam 
(as) to pray at noon on Ashura: 


A) Showing the importance of prayer 
and religious rules: 


One of the important goals of the Imams 
(as) in all moments of life is to make 
people aware of the importance of the 
Shari'a rules by their own actions, and 
nothing important would stop them 
from this duty and goal. 


It is narrated that Imam Ali (as) had his 
eyes on the sky during the battle of Safin 
near noon and was waiting for the time 
of prayer to perform the prayer first. Ibn 
Abbas, who saw this condition of the 
Imam (as), asked: "O Commander of 
the Faithful, are you worried about 
anything ?!" Imam (pbuh) said: "I am 
waiting for the time for prayer." "At this 
critical time, we can not stop fighting and 
start praying," Ibn Abbas said. Imam 
(pbuh) said: 


"We fight the enemies For performing 
prayers". 


At noon on Ashura, when Abu 
Thamama reminded the Imam (as) of 
the time of noon prayer, Imam Hussein 
(as) was pleased with his work and 
prayed for him and said: "You have 
reminded the prayer, your God Make 
you one of the worshipers" 


It was here that Imam Hussein (pbuh) 
asked the enemy for a respite to pray 
with his companions, but they did not 
give up the battle with complete 
arrogance and Imam (pbuh) was forced 
to pray on the battlefield. 


By this act, Imam Hussein (as) showed 
his unparalleled love for prayer and 
recorded its importance for all time in 
history. 


B)_ Falsifying the enemy's false 
propaganda: 


The Umayyads with cowardice, Ali ibn 
Abi Talib (PBUH) and his children 
Introduced non-religion; So when the 
news of the martyrdom of Imam Al 
(pbuh) reached the shamans in the 
sanctuary of Kufa, many people 
wondered: "Does Imam's also pray"!? 


The Yazidis also tried to show Imam 
Hussein (as) as the enemy of the Caliph 
of the Messenger of God (pbuh) and he 
was not bound by the Shari'a. Imam 
(pbuh) and his companions, considering 
these false propaganda, tried to expose 
this great lie with their words and deeds, 
and in this way showed those who had 
been deceived by the  Yazidi 


propaganda. 


When Imam Hussein (pbuh) was given 
a respite on the night of Ashura and he 
and his companions worshiped, prayed 
and recited the Qur'an that night, a 
group of the enemy army realized that 
the Yazidi propaganda was false and 
joined Imam (pbuh) that night. 


On the day of Ashura, Imam Hussein 
(pbuh) prayed on the _ battlefield to 
record in history that his commitment to 
religion was such that in situations such 
as the battlefield, he did not forget 
prayer and did not delay so that the 
enemies could not accuse he and his 
family to wreligion and negligence or 
Leaving the Muslim way of life. 


For this reason, in the pilgrimage of 
Ashura, the faith and the performance 
of prayers by that Imam are emphasized: 


"I testify that you performed the 


prayer'"", 


Why did Hazrat Zainab (PBUH) 
with all the calamities that existed in 


Karbala say: 


I saw nothing but beauty ?! 





The Ashura incident has two aspects; A 
white and light screen and a dark and 
dark screen. in Its black screen, we see 
only crime and depravity. In this sense, 
the story of Karbala 1s a sad and criminal 
story. In this page from Karbala, we see 
innocent killing, young killing, infant 


killing, horse attacking a dead body, not 
watering a human being, flogging of a 
woman and a child, and ... . The heroes 
of this crime story, criminals from Such 
as Yazid ibn Mu'awiyah, Obaidullah ibn 
Ziad, Umar ibn Sa'd and Shamar ibn 
Dhi Al-Jushn. Therefore, when we look 
at the black page of this history, we see 


only crime and evil. 


But on the other page, we see a beautiful 
epic and mystical story. Here the heroes 
change. They are Hussein (PBUH), 
Zanab (PBUH), Abbas Ibn Al 
(PBUH), Ali Ibn Al-Hussein (PBUH), 
Muslim Ibn Ageel, etc. In this page, we 
see tolerance, strength, zeal and 
martyrdom. This is no longer a crime 
but an epic; It is prde = and 
enlightenment; It 1s the manifestation of 
truth and humanity. 1 


Karbala showed how far man can ascend 
and become mortal in his god. Imam 
Hussein (as) whispered in the _ last 


moments in the massacre: 


"God 1s pleased with your judgment and 
I submit to your command and there 1s 
no god but you". 


Looking at Ashura, all those events were 
bitter, sweet and beautiful, because it 
had great effects for the benefit of Islam. 
What happened in Karbala became a 
school of oppression and the defense of 
the nght throughout history, teaching 
people the lessons of freedom, loyalty, 
faith, courage and martyrdom. 


Hazrat Zainab (PBUH) was a hero and 
a mystic who knew all this and for this 
reason he said: 


"T saw nothing but beauty". 





1 -Collection of works of Master Shahid 
Motahari, vol. 17, p. 30 


1- Baharalanvar, vol. 45, p. 115 


